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      5th May 2025
Dear Secretary,

I hope that you have enjoyed your association with the Chiltern Youth Football League. We are still going strong after over 70 years and we believe that we can offer a well organised league, which this season contained nearly 70 member clubs and provided weekly football to nearly 250 teams (or roughly 3,500 boys and girls).  As well as trying to provide opportunities for as many young people as possible, this season we again hosted the largest number of additional competitions (Cup / Plate / Shield / Trophy) that we have ever done, with 20 finals being held, allowing approaching 20% of the teams within the league, the opportunity to be able to experience a special day to celebrate their season. 

The geographical spread of the league is ever growing and this season, we have clubs from as far north as Oakley and Clapham, Biggleswade, Sandy and Ashwell in the east and Milton Keynes in the west with strong representations in the Bedford, Dunstable, Leighton Buzzard and Luton areas further south and even a team in Markyate. We have already received interest from teams in other geographical areas wishing to join us next season.

What do you get if you join the Chiltern Youth Football League?

· This season we have appointed a qualified referee to 99% of our fixtures across all age groups – an amazing achievement and a real strength of the league. 

· We hold the coveted England Football Accreditation status & with an action plan covering a number of initiatives to continually improve the standard of the league. 
· We fully support The FA’s RESPECT campaign & adopt a zero tolerance in terms of off-field misconduct & have a number of measures to review behaviours & conduct across the league – for example it is mandatory for every team to use RESPECT Barriers at games and also for every team to have a Match Day Delegate in place for every game.
· This season we have introduced a revamped RESPECT Award for teams within the CYFL – thank you to PRESTIGE DESIGN & WORKWEAR for their support with these awards – which will recognise teams for their excellence in terms of behaviour, organisation, discipline and administration. The inaugural awards will be made at our AGM in June.
· For those teams who are successful in reaching our previously mentioned finals, we traditionally hold a Cup Final Super Sunday event (for age groups Under 11 to Under 15), which is a celebration of youth football.  The Under 16 & 18 age groups are hosted at senior grounds throughout Bedfordshire.  Dates & venues will be announced at the start of the 2025 / 26 season.  

· This coming season, we are looking to provide the following formats:-

Under 11  


9v9 format 
      (mini seasons – non-competitive)

Under 12  


9v9 format 
      (traditional season)

Under 13 


11v11 format 
      (traditional season)

Under 14 – Under 18 
11v11 format
      (traditional season)

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS COMING SEASON, THE FOLLOWING TIMETABLE OF MATCHES WILL BE IN OPERATION – UNDER 11, 12, 13 AND 14 AGE GROUPS WILL BE PLAYED ON SUNDAY AM (STANDARD KICK OFF TIME 10.30AM), WHILE THE UNDER 15, 16 AND 18 AGE GROUPS WILL BE PLAYED ON SUNDAY PM (STANDARD KICK OFF TIME 2.00PM)

Our sponsors M&S Water Services Limited are continuing to support to partner with us and as such we are able to offer clubs a reduction in their affiliation fees for the 2025 / 26.  Details of the fees are below.  We hope that this is a positive step for clubs and help to make things a little easier & thanks go to M&S Water Services Limited for their ongoing support & dedication to the league & also grassroots football.

I would ask that while completing your application form, you take time to make a note of the following key dates and information:
· 31st May – application forms need to be submitted in full to me

· The application form can be completed & submitted either via email (joncyflsecretary@btinternet.com) or alternatively you can submit a paper copy – Jonathan Brown, 40, Luton Road, Toddington, Dunstable, Bedfordshire LU5 6DF. All I would ask is that if you wish to submit a paper copy that all parts of the form are completed clearly and are legible!

· Each club is required to complete and submit the main form.  If you require more space (i.e. you are entering more than the 6 teams which space allows on the main form, please use the additional sheet). 
· You will also be able to submit an application via a Microsoft Form via the link supplied if you wish
· Along with the application form, please can you submit the following monies:-

· £60 subscription fees per team (reduced from a maximum of £76 per team) for entry into the league for the 2025-26 season

· All payments are to be made at point of submission of application form; any teams NOT having made payment by our AGM (23rd June) will be liable to an increase of £10 per team – early payment avoids the extra payment!
· Cheques should be made payable to the Chiltern Youth Football League
· BACS payment are also available
· ACCOUNT NAME: CHILTERN YOUTH FOOTBALL LEAGE        

· SORT CODE: 20-05-74        ACCOUNT NO.: 90206121
PLEASE NOTE THAT FOR THE 2025-26 SEASON WE HAVE REMOVED THE COST OF REGISTERING THE PLAYERS – USUALLY £16 PER TEAM.  WE APPRECIATE THAT THE COST OF PROVIDING FOOTBALL IS INCREASING SO WE WILL NOT BE IMPOSING THE £16 PER TEAM CHARGE FOR THE COMING SEASON, MEANING THAT THE APPLICATION FEE THEREFORE IS JUST £60 PER TEAM (DOWN FROM £76 PER TEAM – A 21% REDUCTION!)
· If any teams within your club are formally applying to join the CYFL & have been playing in a different league this season, please remember to notify that league that you are currently registered with, that you intend to resign from their membership.  Not only is this a matter of courtesy, but if you do not follow the league’s rules regarding this, you may not be released from your obligations to that league and hence will not be able to join the CYFL

· Please ensure that you have affiliated with your County FA
· 23rd June – you are required to attend the CYFL AGM when you will receive further information relating to the 2025-26 season, including constitution of divisions, player registrations etc. This is a mandatory meeting for all clubs and will be held at the County Lounge, Bedfordshire Football Association, Skimpot Road, Dunstable, Bedfordshire.  An agenda and further details will be circulated closer to the time.  
· 15th August – each team needs to have registered a minimum of 12 players by this point to be able to commence the season (10 players for 9v9 format)
· 8th September – you are required to attend a Full Council Meeting, where further details for the season will be supplied.

· 14th September - the football starts! The start of the season 
I would like to highlight that all the above dates are subject to change, but I wanted to try and outline the timelines over the coming months to assist with your planning.
Once I am in receipt of the application forms, I will commence setting up the new teams on the online database in preparation for the population of club information for the new handbook.  We no longer issue a traditional paper copy but instead will produce a virtual copy that can be downloaded.  This will help to reduce costs.  Details and reminders of how to update / complete your club details on the online database will be circulated in July.

As a league we use The FA’s Player Registration process, using the Whole Game System to register players and we will provide all clubs with the required support to register players.

I hope that this information helps and goes some way towards explaining some of the commitments that we ask from our member clubs. Should you have any further questions, please let me know. I look forward to receiving your completed application forms back in due course and hope that this is the start of an enjoyable season.

Yours in football

Jonathan Brown
Jonathan Brown

Hon. Gen. Secretary

Chiltern Youth Football League

